
Sparklezilla

fall 2009

sparklezillamagazine.wordpress.com



Table of c
o
n
t
e
n
t
s

Fall 2009

Check out Japander 

on page 29 by our 

amazing cover artist 

Natsuko Dyer

Don’t miss My Favorite TV 
Shows from the 1980’s Part 1 by Rob 

Langenderfer on page 14

Go on a photo 
adventure with 
Christian Grau 
on page 35

Go thrift shopping with Molly Donnermeyer on page 20
A candid 

interview with 

Delbert WIlliams 

on page 31

Get you groove on 
with Lyrics 

for Thought 
on page 8



My top ten favorite things to do

 (In no particular order)

1. Take a bath.  Sometimes I read books and 
watch movies in my bathroom too!

2. Dress up for midnight movie premieres.

3.  Make stuff.

4. Get and send mail.

5.5. Sit in silence in an adoration chapel.

6.Go Thrift shopping.
7. Take a road trip with the windows down 
and the music blaring.

8. Eat pie at an all night diner with good 
company.

9. Look at a good view.

10.10.  DANCE

-Lindsey M Whittle



1.  Backup any data you can’t afford to loose.

2.  Make sure your network is behind a firewall.

3.  Every few months clean out the inside of your 
desktop with a can of compressed air.  Dust build 
up can cause your computer to over heat.

4.  Keep your computer in a cool dry area. 

5.  If your using wireless make sure you secure 
your network.

6.  Computers like ram so install as much as you 
can.

7.  If your running windows make sure to defrag 
your hard dirve at least once a month.

8.  Do not plug a system fan into the CMOS 
jumper.

9.  When using your computer make sure you sit 
with proper posture.  Google computer ergonomics.  

10. Make sure your running some kind of anti-
virus and spyware software. 
     

Dustin Schleibaum

My Top 10 Computer Tips

Do you have a top 10?  Submit in the next issue of  Sparklezilla.
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Something to think about:
If someone told Darth Maul a really 
funny joke, what would his laugh 
sound like?



What do you listen for more in music these days?  The beat?  The band?  The lead 
singer is really, fabulously hot?  Well, I am a lyric gal.  I am more or less obsessed 
with the lyrics of songs.  In an episode of “Family Guy”, Peter Griffin has a genie and 
one of his wishes was to have theme music wherever he went.  If I could have a con-
stant soundtrack of music all around me all the time…HEAVEN.  But, for the time 
being I make a soundtrack out of the songs I have listened to 8 million times and 
looked up the lyrics to probably just as much.  The following is a listing of some all 
time favorite lyrics.  If you like what you read….check out the song, artist or both!

“I’m feeling rough, I’m feeling raw…I am in the prime of my life”
	 “Time to Pretend” – MGMT

“She spends her days, in a violent rage.  Try as I might, I love her”
	 “Girlshapedlovedrug” – Gomez

“Complication is my claim to fame”
	 “Chaos” – Mute Math

“You hold me without touch.  You keep me without chains.  I never wanted any-
thing so much than to drown in your love and not feel your rain”
	 “Gravity” – Sara Bareilles

“I am not used to the illusion of the pursuit of ambition while indulging in the vices 
of a rock musician”
	 “Wish Me Luck” – Glacier Hiking

“Here you are and there’s where you wanna be.  But don’t think you don’t have 
company.  Think of all of the lonely people in the world…And if it’s God who made 
us why we so damn cruel”
	 “Start Over” – Abandoned Pools

And those are just a few….so the next time you are jamming to your favorite song, 
listen to the lyrics.  You may find you like the song a little bit more or it just may 
relate to you in a deeper way.  Happy listening!

Ly
rics for Thought
By Liz Moser
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art 1By:  Rob Langenderfer

                              

	 After identifying my 15 favorite movies from the 1980s I am going to try to see what I can do 
to select my favorite TV shows from that time.    However, I am setting a slightly different criteria than 
I did for films in that the films had to be made during the 1980s and I could have watched them any-
time.  With television I am going to allow myself to choose series that weren’t necessarily made dur-
ing the 1980s but which I watched during those years when my age range spanned from 5 to 15.  As 
with the films, I am not going to rate them.  

	 Although this series was made back in the 1960s, the original Star Trek has got to rate up 
there as one of my favorite series that I watched in the 1980s.  I used to enjoy watching it so much 
whenever it was on…Sundays at 9 A.M. or 9:30 on Channel 19, weekdays at 5 P.M. on Channel 64, 
back to back on Channel 19 with ST:TNG  (or following War of the Worlds ) on Friday nights…watch-
ing videos when I was a freshman and sophomore in high school provided by the teacher who would 
become Headmaster at my high school years after I graduated…they were very happy memories.  
The new Star Trek film has helped to reinvigorate interest in Star Trek, particularly the classic series.  
The philosophical arguments between Spock and McCoy about emotion and logic and Kirk’s mus-
ings on the nature of humanity are the stuff of legend (even as Kirk as a character is sadly overtaken 
by the over-the-top persona of William Shatner that has served to distort many people’s impressions 
of who Kirk actually was), and I read many volumes analyzing the themes and ideas present in the 
show.  

	 Star Trek: The Next Generation was at its prime in terms of its personal impact on me during 
the 1980s even though it ran well into the 1990s.  In some of the later seasons, the show at times got 
a little tired and brought in writers like Brannon Braga who could write different, more horrific types of 
stories but who were not able to write the characters just being themselves in a normal fashion, which 
was what made ST: TNG a success in my eyes – the characters interacting with each other amid see-
ing the wonders of space.  Perhaps it was the fact that in those years, there was not a hundred and 
one SF shows from which to choose that caused me to await each new episode of ST:TNG that aired 
during the 1980s with such eager anticipation.  Data’s exploration of humanity, Picard’s solidity and 
history, Riker’s sense of fun…they were all fresh and new and exciting.  This all climaxed with “The 
Best of Both Worlds”, the season 3 finale and Star Trek’s first cliffhanger of all time, with Picard being 
taken over by the Borg (which actually aired in 1990 along with some of the latter episodes of 
season 3).   



	 When the show returned,  it would never again seem quite so revolutionary.
The Cosby Show  and Family Ties cannot be left off this list.  They  are forever linked together in my 
memory because they were the two shows that our family (which for most of that time did not include 
Julie, who had not yet been born!) watched together back to back on Thursday nights and then on 
Sundays and Thursdays when  Family Ties’s time slot got moved.  Some aspects of the show got 
tiresome from overuse (the continual “battle of the sexes” between Cliff and Claire Huxtable espe-
cially), but it was fun to see the antics of the kids on the Cosby Show and both Bill Cosby and Phylicia 
Rashad had great comic timing and did amazing expressions!   Family Ties may not have inspired as 
many laughs as The Cosby Show, but it had fine young performers in Michael J. Fox, Justine Bate-
man, Tina Youthers and Scott Valentine that always made for an entertaining night and at least it 
avoided the tedious gender politics of the Cosby Show.

	 Voyagers! is another program that resonated with me greatly.  It was a show about a time 
traveler who went through history and corrected it when it went wrong.  However, his guide book was 
eaten by the dog of the other main character, a 12 year old boy who loved history.    The 12 year old 
boy starts traveling with the man, and they go on to meet many different historical figures such as 
Teddy Roosevelt, Babe Ruth, Clepoatra, Cicero, Spartacus and others.  It helped my curiosity about 
history to grow and was a great program to watch on Sunday mornings before church.

	 Star Blazers (known in Japan as Space Cruiser Yamato) was one of the “founding father 
shows” of Japanese anime and one of my favorite cartoons of all time.  The  initial continuing story 
told about how Earth was sending out the Argo, a refurbished World War II battleship out into space 
to obtain the Cosmo DNA, a device that would free Earth from radiation placed on it by the planet 
Gamelon and its leader Desslock.  The suspense that the series engendered was magnified by the 
fact that Earth had only one year in which life would still be sustainable and each episode would end 
with the narrator doing a countdown that there were only___ days left.  We got to know and love the 
characters on the ship, like Captain Avatar, Derreck Wildstar, Mark Venture, Sandor and Nova.  The 
next story series in which the crew of the Argo face off against Prince Zodar and the Comet Empire 
along with Desslock is also wonderful.  I could not get into the 3rd series that did not fit well with the 
continuity that had been established  and also had different actors and actresses providing the voices 
for the characters.  Many years later I was able to connect with Amy Howard (who was the voice of 
Nova) online and asked her some questions about acting and her work on the show and received 
some nice responses.
	
	 Voltron is another animated series that rates as one of my favorites.  It also originally ran in 
Japan. There was a Voltron  series that focused on the explorers who piloted five lions that joined 
together to form a robot called Voltron that struggled to foil the plans of the evil rulers of the planet 
Doom.   Its episodes were self-contained, but there were also some multi-part stories that were 
among the best of the show.  Its main heroic characters of Princess Allura, Keith, Hunk, Lance, Pidge, 
and Sven along with good supporting characters like Princess Romelle and  Koran and the villains 
of Prince Lotor, King Zarcon, Haggar, and Queen Merla all caught the viewer’s attention.   The other 
Voltron series dealt with many mini-ships (causing it to be coined Vehicle Voltron) that joined together 
to form a robot, and the mini-ships were piloted by young pilots who served on a large ship called the 
Explorer that had been sent out to try to find new planets  on which people who lived on overcrowded 
planets could relocate.  



	 The Explorer was captained by Hawkins, and it was largely from his perspective that many of 
the stories were told.  The Explorer was opposed by the Drule Empire, but for the most part, unlike 
Lotor, Zarcon, and Haggar (who were two-dimensional  and power-hungry), the commanders of the 
Drule Empire were three-dimensional , and there were some baddies to be sure, but there were also 
Drule commanders, such as their one-time Chief Commander Hazar (who had a conversion experi-
ence, like Queen Merla in the other series) who spent much of the series trying to find a way to help 
the Drules make peace with Galaxy Garrison and its ship the Explorer.   Hazar’s interaction with other 
Drule commanders (both supporters and opponents of his position) was a major feature of the series.  
It had a complexity of storyline almost unheard of in a children’s animated series.  It is truly sad that 
Vehicle Voltron has not had the resurgence in popularity in recent years as did the lion Voltron.  In the 
late 1990s a new series of CGI lion Voltron came out, with many of the original actors including Neil 
Ross (Keith), B. J. Ward (Allura) and Michael Bell (Lance) returning to their vocal roles from 1984-
1986.  

	 I was really excited when some of the original Voltron  episodes were re-syndicated under the 
title The New Adventures of Voltron .  It was like having a nostalgic trip back to my childhood.  I found 
people online who liked Voltron, and I read Voltron fan fiction online and used to correspond with the 
writers.  I participated in the official online chat room of the show and asked questions of one of the 
show’s writers when he showed up for a live chat session and got some of my questions answered.  I 
even coined the name of a Voltron fan fiction email mailing list focusing on the relationship between 
Sven and Romelle – either Pollux Palace or Pollux passion –it’s been so long ago now, I don’t re-
member which and the group did not get a great deal of messages.  I was very excited when the 
show came back, but the first season of the new CGI show did not live up to the quality of story in the 
original (in spite of the writer of many of the best original episodes, Marc Handler, being back as story 
editor).  When the local station took it off the air after season one, I did not bother to try to get tapes 
from the 2nd season.  However, a Voltron movie is now in the works , so perhaps that will live up to 
the legend of Voltron from 1980s. 
(The concluding part of this series will be in a future issue of this newsletter.)



My friend Mandy and I love making faces 

and we didn’t want 3,000 miles to stop 

us from making faces at each other.  So I 

took pictures of myself making faces and 

emailed them to california.  then Mandy 

reacted to my faces and sent her face 

pictures to me. 

This is how our experiement turned out:

Facing Off

by Mandy Wilson and 

Lindsey Whittle





How thrift store shopping will save you and me and everything we love.

 I love the thrift store.  In the recent past I have been guilty of spending
 a total of $100.00 in one visit to Valley Thrift (I think I had a shopping
 cart totally full on this day).  Lately to curb my spending habits at the

 thrift store I have begun to bring my camera along to encourage myself to
 photograph little groupings of objects I would otherwise buy.  I have been

 using this method for a little while now and have greatly enjoyed the
 outcome.  Have you been to the thrift store lately?

by Molly Donnermeyer



False Eyelashes

August, 2, 2009



He sells seashells

Mounted granny



Scents

Squirrel in the valley



Fantastic Four

Muffet



Fortunes That Didn’t 
Make The Cut
by Dustin Schleibaum

FortunesThat Don’t 
Make The Cut
By Dustin Schleibaum



   Question:  If Rogue from X-men, Kamen 
                     Rider, Optimus Prime, Harry Potter and Batman 
              were really sitting around talkig in someones kitchen. 
                                      What would they talk about?

Submit you answer for the next issue of  Sparklezilla!
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Open to Happiness or 
My Perfect Night
by Lindsey  Whittle

 I love popcorn.  I prefer salted popcorn, but I know how to make popcorn a few 
di�erent ways.  One of those ways is kettle corn.  Kettle corn involves melted sugar 
and salt.  When you think about it, it sounds bad, but the result is always delicious.  I 
don’t make it as much as salted popcorn because it is a bear to clean up.  But my 
3-year-old sister Shaylah has quite a sweet tooth, and often requests that I make it.  
Except she calls it sugar corn and not kettle corn, she says it tastes like candy.  That’s 
how this particular awesome night started out, my two sisters and I eating handfuls 
of extra sugary “sugar corn” on the kitchen �oor.  
 Zaylee my almost two year old sister prefers salted popcorn like me, but she 
wants to be just like her older sister and so she compromises and just decides to like 
the sugar corn because Shaylah does.  As the three of us were sitting there eating 
popcorn Shaylah who is apparently much wiser than her years, turns to me and says 
“Lindsey, are you happy?”  I was totally taken aback by this question, and I didn’t quite 
know how to answer.  I love hanging out with my sisters, especially since I just 
returned from a living in Japan for a year where I missed these girls every single day.  
But when you are a 2nd time college student who doesn’t sleep, can’t a�ord enough 
gas to cross the river, and really wishes she had time to work on the art she wants to 
make, it’s easy to resent something that is asking more of your already depleted time.  
So I looked at Shaylah and I said, “ Yea most of the time, are you happy?”  She looked 
down at the popcorn for a long time and I just �gured she had ignored my question.  
But then she started to slowly nod her head quietly mumbled “yes.”  What insight for a 
3-year-old.  
 I was trying to keep my sisters occupied for a few more hours before bedtime, 
because it has been my experience through other adventures in babysitting, and 
those few years I spent as a pre-school teacher, that children who have nothing to do 
have a higher chance of getting themselves into trouble.  So I o�ered the one thing I 
knew would be a big hit for everyone, bath time.  I drew the bath water, but instead 
of putting in bubble bath, I used Joy dishsoap.  Most people gasp when I say things 
like that, but the fact is Joy makes much better bubbles than bubble bath.  All three 
of us jumped in the tub and I pressed the button to turn on the jets in the bathtub.  I 
knew EXACTLY what would happen, the bubbles grew and grew.  Now we were not 
three sisters in a bathtub, we were three explorers in a forest of bubbles.  We jumped 



in it, blew at them.  We made beards on our faces and covered each other with the 
white �u�.  We jumped, and splashed, danced and sang.  Earlier in the night I had 
discovered that if I randomly sang the song from the Sound of Music that starts out 
with  “There once was a goat a billy goat . .” that Zaylee would laugh uncontrollably.  
This obviously caught on like an infection and Shay and I would laugh the same as a 
reaction to her.  So if the bubbles weren’t funny enough, my random singing and 
Zaylee laughing �lled the evening with giggles.  I couldn’t get those girls out of the 
tub for over an hour, it was a total hit, and for me, I totally lost track of all the stresses 
that had been swimming through my mind.  I was in the moment, with quite possibly 
the two greatest people I have ever known.  
 Now the biggest dilemma was ahead of me.  How can I get both girls to sleep 
without them getting upset because our parents weren’t there for their normal rou-
tine?  After taking on the challenge of chasing naked babies through the house to get 
their pajamas on, I found every pillow and blanket in the house and put them down-
stairs on the soft carpeting in between our couch and large TV.  We spent some time 
jumping o� the couch on to the pile of soft things.  But we ultimately found ourselves 
curled up together swallowed by pillows and blankets watching a live action dog 
movie on the TV.  My sister Shaylah is the only 3-year-old I know that hates cartoons!  
As the movie went on we each dosed o� one by one.   Zaylee had put her head on my 
right side and she was out in no time.  My dog Sydney, a big golden labrador, was 
loudy snoring behind my head.  Shaylah was the last one to fall a sleep, her head 
nestled into the armpit of my left arm.  As I lay there cuddled and warm all my sleep-
less nights started to catch up with my heavy eyelids and I thought about Shaylah’s 
question from before.  I had been an only child for 21 years before my parents got 
legal custody of these beautiful girls.  I realized that I think this night was the night I 
always dreamed having sisters would be like and just before I dosed o� I whispered 
to myself, “I am happy.”  It was a total unexpected perfect night.  

 Have you had a perfect night lately?  Share it in the winter  
 issue of Sparklezilla! 







I met Delbert Williams on a very pleasent fall Sunday afternoon.  He was playing the guitar and harmonica 
on the bustling street of an indoor/outdoor food market in Cincinnati, OH, called Findlay Markert.  One of 
the first things he said to me was that he likes to look like a blues man. He was wearing a suite and flags 
decorated his set up.  We talked for a little bit and I got a chance to ask him a few questions about street 
performing.  

Mr. Williams sang more than he talked.  I am really not sure if he distinguished between talking and 
singing.  You can tell he LOVES music and he loves to make people smile with his music.   He made sure 
to engage with all the people that walked by him.  He had a hat for people to drop in money should they 
want to, and he also had a hat full of balloons and offered them to every child that went by.  There were a 
few times that he would interrupt himself mid sentence during our conversation to say “Give that baby a 
balloon mamma!”  When he credited his mother for his love of music and talked about her gospel singing, 
he stopped mid sentence to sing a song he said was called “I Won’t Complain,” that he said his Mamma 
used to sing to him.  

 

For the Love of Music:
An Interview with 
Mr. Delbert Williams

By Lindsey Whittle



While I was talking to him many people would come up to put a bill in his hat and make a personal 
request.  He played whatever song they asked with a smile.  At one point a man walked up and explained 
that he had seen Delbert Williams play in California and wanted to hear a particular song from that time. 
As Mr. Williams strummed that song on the guitar, the new eager gentleman sang the words dancing and 
grinning at the same time.

From the outside, for most, street performing seems like a difficult job.  But I didn’t hear Mr. Williams 
complain about anything.  My observation was that this man loved music and people, so for him playing 
on the street was the perfect job.  As I was leaving I threw some bills in the black hat on the ground in 
front of Mr. Williams and thanked him for taking a break to talk to me.  He raised his hand to shake mine 
but at the last second he changed his mind and put out his fist to bump with mine.  I bumped his fist and 
we each parted, only this time, it was me that was smiling. 

Here are some of the things that Mr. Williams had to say:

LW: How long have you been a street performer and how did you get started?

DW: I started in a lot of R & B groups.  I played with local groups like The Deal, and Mamma’s Pride etc.  I 
also went to California and played with a lot of groups out west. As I got older I decided I had to sit down 
and find a place for myself in music.  

My dad used to say to me “Son you have to carry your own weight and do it for yourself.”   So I kept 
looking at this pretty guitar for two years and I thought, “What good are instruments if you don’t play 
them?” So I took that guitar down to Fountain Square in Cincinnati and played that guitar, and the 
response from people in the square was so positive. I got all smiles and no frowns.  I learned I could work 
on my own with out a group, and I could play any song that I wanted instead of being forced to play what 
the group wanted. 

LW: What do you like about Street performing?

DB:I have fun playing pop songs from the 60’s.  It’s entertaining to see a black man play the Beatles.  I 
love to see people’s reactions!  Everybody has a song in their heart that gives them a good feeling and I 
like to be part of that.  Music is international. The spirit of song is in everyone. My mother and her gospel 
music is in me.   I also like getting paid (pointing to his hat filled with bills and coins).  I’d be playing music 
anyway.  But doing this is like going to the “Jeanie,” I’m going to go and fill my truck with gas after this!

LW: Do you have any advice for anyone thinking about becoming a street performer?

DB: You gotta have a attitude like you don’t wear your emotions on your shoulders because people will 
say what’s on their minds.  I had one guy tell me he thought I had a ratty guitar.  I could have gotten upset, 
but I looked at my guitar and thought, “yea this is getting a little ratty.”  Take people’s positive comments 
and don’t get stuck on the negative comments.  Also learn a variety of music.  People like to hear many 
different things and you don’t want to be stuck in one area.  But don’t forget to play what’s in your heart.

If  you are interested in hearing Mr. Williams play, he is not just a street 
performer.  He plays at the Blue Wisp in Cincinnati, every Friday at Midnight.  
Check him out!   



Halloween Zilla Mask 
Directions:

1. Print out the next page with the mask 
on it.

22. Cut, color,glue and alter etc the mask 
any way you like.  Make it a happy zilla, 
or a scary one!

3. Take a picture of yourself wearing the 
mask and send it to 
sparklezillamagazine@gmail.com

Don’t forget to have a really safe and fun Halloween!

If  you are interested in hearing Mr. Williams play, he is not just a street 
performer.  He plays at the Blue Wisp in Cincinnati, every Friday at Midnight.  
Check him out!   





Maybe I should 
have been a

photographer  . . . 

By Christian Grau

Space shuttle launch- Cape Canaveral, Florida



Rapids- Southwest Alaska

Mayan ruins- Caracol, Belize



Benedictine Abbey- Melk, Austria

Temple of Hera- Paestum, Italy



Is fall making you feel a little 

nutty?  See if these squirrel 

coloring book pages make 

you feel better!

SQUIRREL 
COLORING 

BOOK

by Lindsey Whittle

Like coloring? Make your own coloring book pages for the next issue of 
Sparklezilla.











Right: 
If your looking for a great comic book shop then                     
your search is over.  If your in the neighborhood stop 
by and check it out.

Left:  
          A fan illustration of the 
          character “Green Lantern”
		     by Dustin Schleibaum



Inspiration Day Part 1: 
Some of you may or may not know that Sept 10th marked the 63rd anniversary of Mother Some of you may or may not know that Sept 10th marked the 63rd anniversary of Mother 
Teresa receiving her “call within a call” which guided her to go out and serve the poor. 
The Missionaries of Charity (MC) congregation, which she started, now refers to that day 
as Inspiration day upon Mother Teresa’s request.  Something that amazes me about 
Mother Teresa and her congregation is that no matter who you are, what you believe, or 
where you are from, it is been my experience so far that most people know those blue 
stripes and what they stand for.  You don’t have to be Catholic to love and serve those 
around you with a smile.  So to celebrate Inspiration day I made these blue stripe drawaround you with a smile.  So to celebrate Inspiration day I made these blue stripe draw-
ings (see below).  You can print them, cut them out and place them in your house or 
around town, or give them to a friend etc.  Let them be a reminder to you that you don’t 
need to go to a 3rd world country to serve those around you.  Start with you own family 
and friends.  A simple smile can go a long away.



Inspiration Day Part 2:
To also celebrate Inspiration Day I thought I could share a letter I received from 
Mother Teresa when I was 12.  I have always enjoyed writing letters to my heroes.  
But unfortunately, heroes don’t always write you back.  In this case I wrote Mother 
Teresa a letter and imagine my surprise when she wrote me back!!

Is there a letter that you have always wanted to write to one of your 
heroes?  Use a pen name and try it out before you send it by submiting 
it to the next issue of Sparklezilla!
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Got a recipe?  Share it with other
Sparklezillions in the next issue.
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SKetches by 

LIndsey M Whittle









If you have any comments, advice or questions for Dustin or Lindsey, or if you 
would like to get in touch with any of the authers or artists etc please send an 
email to: sparklezillamagazine@gmail.com
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