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There have been many excellent films that have come out over the last
ten years.  This list is definitely somewhat subjective, and I’m not really officially
ranking the films, but just off the top of my head, one film jumps ahead of the
others.  That film is (drumroll, please):
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring.  This film stands as perhaps the best overall of the decade, IMHO, and its lengthy but visually appealing
prologue wonderfully given by Cate Blanchett was an offbeat beginning that let
us know that something different and wonderful was coming.   The sets were
beautifully constructed in New Zealand, and director Peter Jackson and his set
designers were able to show so well what it took the occasionally wordy J.R.R.
Tolkien paragraphs to describe in the book.   It is filled with mystery, wonder,
and adventure from beginning to end, and it also has a fair amount of depth and
meaning as well.  That actually shouldn’t be shocking since Lord of the Rings finished as the greatest novel of the 20th century in several polls.  Howard Shore’s
fantastic music score and great performances from Elijah Wood, Sean Astin,
Sir Ian McKellan, Sir Christopher Lee, Hugo Weaving, Cate Blanchett and Viggo
Mortensen create an unforgettable experience.  Seeing it at the Turfway Cinema after an Aquila meeting made for a memorable day as the film lived up to my
expectations from the book.    

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers is nearly as good as The Fellowship of the
Ring.  Although it has parts where it drags, Miranda Otto helps lift everyone’s spirits.  Andy Serkis as Gollum also does fine work as do all of the returning cast members from the first film.  The ending of the film is particularly inspirational as Frodo
and Sam muse on the nature of heroism and friendship.  The music is excellent, and
it is once again a great adventure that should not be missed.  
      
Harry Potter and the Sorceror’s Stone is a truly magical film, if you’ll pardon
the pun.  It has a fantastic score by John Williams, and Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert
Grint and Emma Watson are all appealing and convincing as Harry, Ron and Hermione.  Richard Harris gives a great performance as Dumbledore and Alan Rickman
is deliciously cruel as Snape.  Maggie Smith and Robbie Coltrane are also very good
as McGonagall and Hagrid, and really, all of the supporting cast do fine jobs.  It is
probably still my favorite of all of the filmed versions of the books.  
        

Star Wars: Episode III: Revenge of the Sith stood as a very memorable film
for me – the only film to date that I have seen at midnight on its opening night (for
which Lindsey held a wonderful day-long Star Wars  marathon to get us all in the
mood and at which I won a lightsaber for winning at Star Wars trivia) , a film that
I saw more times in the theater (four, I think) than any other,  a film which I had
awaited the outcome of for more than twenty years.  I had attended the Star Wars
Celebration III in Indianapolis prior to the film’s release and had bought The Making of Star Wars: Episode III: Revenge of the Sith and got the book autographed
by its author.  I later bought the novelization of the film and got it autographed by
its author.  I also got the soundtrack of the film and the DVD of the film.  The film
had some particularly great scenes in the first half of the film.  For me, the scenes
where Ian McDiarmid (as Chancellor Palpatine) tempts Anakin to the Dark Side of
the Force are much more powerful than any of the later lightsaber duels, exciting
as they were.  The way Anakin was able to be tricked to the Dark Side was brilliant,
and I had been careful to avoid spoilers so that it came as a shock to me when
I saw the film.  The film lived up to my expectations (I would never have seen it
so many times otherwise), and even though I haven’t watched it much since the
theatrical viewings (thanks in part to a DVD conversion that was shockingly poor,
which I am especially shocked that Lucasfilm would have put out since it is the culmination of all of the films) and have realized more of the flaws of the film, it still
has to rate very high.

End Scene 1:

To Be Continued on Page : 10
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A comic about robots past their prime by Luke Brown.

If you cant read the text in the word ballons look for the corisponding dialog
below.
1.
3.

2.

5.
4.

6.
7.

1. Decepticons took over the
world with Icecream
2. Really?
3. Me swoop too old
4. Go destroy stuff!
5. What are you waiting for?
6. GO!!
7. You are lame!

Have a comic you want others to
read? Submit it to Sparklezilla and
we will put it in the next issue.

Scene 2:
       Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets is a film that is almost as good as
the original.  It features the same great cast and a great musical score.  Richard
Harris gives a particularly engaging performance as Dumbledore.  It would be
his last as he died shortly after filming was concluded.  
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkeban is a film that was based on my favorite book in the series.  Initially I did not care for the film version all that much
as there were some things from the book that the film could not convey, but
after giving it a re-watching, my appreciation of it has grown considerably.   It is
entertaining, and Gary Oldman does a good job as Sirius Black and David Thewlis
does a spectacular job as Professor Lupin.
         Star Wars: Episode II: Attack of the Clones makes the list largely because
of its haunting musical score and exceptional set design.  The plot has some big
holes, but it never ceases to engage the viewer.  
         Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire is quite a good film and Michael Gambon does a fine job, finally making Dumbledore fully his own, stepping out from
behind the considerable shadow of Richard Harris.  
         Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix does quite a good job of compressing the longest book in the series down to a manageable length.  There
were some cuts that I didn’t agree with, but overall, I felt the film was more effective than the book in terms of entertaining the viewer, and that’s pretty rare
praise from me (a librarian).
       Spiderman 2 is the most effective of the Spiderman films.  It dares to be different in having Spiderman reveal his identity.  It is exciting and entertaining and
more thought-provoking than superhero films usually are.  The initial film was
also quite well-done, however.
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        Fantastic Four and Fantastic Four 2 are both a lot of fun.  They aren’t telling
epic tales, but they are enjoyable for seeing the relations between the characters and just pretty much being able to totally relax while watching them.
       The three X-Men films have more depth to them, and they are also very successful at capturing the characters from the long-running comic series.
         
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is a very good film.  Michael Gambon  does another fine job as Dumbledore.  
         
Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King was something of a letdown for
me.  It is still a good film, and it has some nice moments, but the battle scenes
drag on for far too long, and I simply did not like it as much as the other two.  
          
I think I have hit most of the films that really impacted me that came out in
2000-2009.  I’ll probably kick myself later on, and remember one that I missed,
but, oh well.  I’d love to hear any comments that any other Sparklezilla readers
have on them.

Random photo found at a High School
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Ever curious what secrets lie in a
lady’s hand bag? This SZ editor
recently went on a roadtrip and and
shares what she put in her purse for
the journey!

WHAT’S IN YOUR PURSE!? You
too boys (man -bag). Let us
know in the next issue of
SZ!

HarmonicaFor when you feel that
melody in your heart
and need to let it out!!

Idea book- I never leave home
without it

Extra pair of earrings- you
just never know if you’ll
need them.

Hair tie and extra bobby pins - I
always need these!

Pens and
Pencils - I
need a way
to write
or draw
things in
my Idea
book - of
course!

Box of make upjust in case I
want to look
Purdy.

Sourpatch kids- I only
like the yellow and red
ones. WHen I am in the
mood for some sourygoodness that always
does the trick!

Gum and
Mintskeep that
breath
fresh
please!
Meter
money

PowderHide those imperfections gals: )
or just powder
your nose.

Hamburger Walletno you can’t eat it. . .
But it’s easy to find
if you misplace it.

KeysDUH!!

Jolly Rancher flavored
chapstick- I always have
chapped lips, but adding a
sweet flavor takes it to
the next level!
Advil- Stop HeadAches Now!!
Happy Meal toy- Yum that
happy meal was happy! Oh
and delicious! Now I have
a toy to keep me entertained on the road too!

Monster Pin- You never know when
you need to spice up an outfit!

Glasses/Fakeglasses
- Need sun glasses or
a disguise? These
glasses do both! A
woman at Target
asked me if I was
wearing those
because of a dare. . .
No! I love these
glasses : )
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My mother's father frequently talks about someone he knew in his past named
Waldo. The conversation usually goes something like this. . .
Grandpa: Do you know Waldo?
My Mom: Oh I know Waldo!
My Aunt: I know Waldo!
My Grandma: Oh Waldo!
My Cousin Brittany: I don't know Waldo?
Me: Who is Waldo?
Me
This is when no one really answers me. Instead my family jokes and laughs in
memory of Waldo. My cousin and I look at each other and shake our heads.
This situation got even more confusing on my twenty sixth birthday when the
same old Waldo
conversation happened, except this time my dad's parents were present and it
turns out they also knew Waldo. WHO IS WALDO!? We may never know . . .
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What's in an insciption?

by Lindsey M Whitle the incription collector
I am one of those people who still searches for
actual books over e- books. I like books as a
tactile object. I almost always buy books used,
not just because they are cheaper, but also
because I give my books a fair amount of abuse,
so I don’t need a pristine copy. I am always super
excited when I buy a used book and discover
later that there is an inscription inside. I get
a small glimpse of the journey my book has
already been on. When I take books I’ve loved,
that I am finished with, to sell to used book
stores, I now I write a little something for
the next reader. Remember that, the next
time you give a book as gift, or sell a used
book. The next reader might cherish your hand
written words! You can also be a collector of
inscriptions by checking the inside covers of
books before you decide which one to buy.
See if you can match the awesome inscriptions
with these used books I bought on the next
page!
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ANswers: 1.=C. 2.=A. 3.=B.

2.

B.

3.

C.

1.

a.
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Bob the Caretaker

An interview by Lindsey M Whittle
I teach eccentric children’s art classes with amazing
Cincinnati Artist Christian Schmit at Covington, KY’s
Baker Hunt Cultural Art Center. I have been teaching
there since 2007, and it is always an amazing
adventure.
Over the years I have had the privilege of getting to
know a little bit about Bob Schrichte, the Caretaker at
Baker Hunt. He is a little bit of a mythological creature
on campus. I rst remember meeting Bob when he
showed up to Christian and I’s “Star Wars the Class” art
show in a Jedi Costume to support the cause. That’s
what Bob does, He shows up when you need him to
solve a problem like: unlocking doors, nding missing
things, or directing students to their classrooms etc.
Once he showed up in our classroom with a keylime
pie he was looking to get rid of! The thing about Bob,
is that he will show up with a positive attitude, help
anyone that needs it, and oﬀer great advice if you ask.
I have always admired his positive outlook on life and
had the wonderful opportunity to interview Bob, for
Sparklezilla.
LW “Say something as a test Bob.”
BS Test, something as a test bob.

LW Can you tell a little bit about yourself and your background?
BS I Grew up in Madera, Ohio, graduated high school and went to the University of Cincinnati. I studied industrial manage-

ment, but then I ran into this course called statistics and that blew me out of that. Then I decided to study journalism,
which UC did not oﬀer at that time. Plus I wanted to get the heck away from home. So I went to Ohio State and joined a
fraternity. I graduated with a degree in journalism, which I have never used for pay. But I once volunteered for a company
newspaper. I never did anything with journalism because after college one of my fraternity brothers went into the construction business back in the late 70’s early 80’s, rehabbing old property and turning it into multi-unit family dwellings. We
did that for a number of years up until about 1990. When he died of a heart attack.

LW Oh no that’s horrible
BS I know, it is horrible. So at that point it was like, “do I want to keep doing this anymore or do I want to do something

else?” At that point fate intervened and another guy I went to college with found out I wasn’t working, and he asked me if I
would be interested going into this cellular phone business he was running for Ameritech. That started me on a career in
sales where I’ve been ever since. I’ve done a number of retail and not retail jobs and right now I’m doing a not-retail job.

I’m doing telephone sales for a company called Rent-ItToday, which is based in Alexandria. It’s an Internet
company.
I’m never married. I’m happily single. I like my freedom
I like to go where I want when I want, which leads to
where I’m at now. Three years ago I lived above a
business and the business was going out of business
and the guy that owned the building wanted to rehab it
and turn it back into the way it was back in the 1800’s.
To make a long story short I was going to have to move.
My grandparents, when I was in High School were
caretakers on an estate on Indian Hill. I thought, you
know this ain’t a bad gig, I want to see if I can nd
something like that.
So, I would tell anybody that came in that store when I
was hanging out down their selling lottery tickets or
making sandwiches, and chatting with the customers . .
. to make a long story short I told anybody that I knew
that if anybody was looking for a caretaker anywhere, to
keep me in mind.

LW

Somebody found you?
BS Within 3 weeks, this guy came in and goes “I got a
friend, who’s got a place in Covington, and they’re
looking for a caretaker.” So that’s how I ended up here.
I met Dave Laug, interviewed with him. As a matter of
fact, I interviewed and didn’t hear anything for months.
I sent the follow up letters to members of the board.
Didn’t hear anything for a month. So I called him back, I
said, “Dave I just wanted to touch base with you and let
you know that if the person you pick out doesn’t work
out I’d still be interested,.” He goes “Oh no Bob your my

BS This is a great place to live the only thing, the only draw-

back is that I have to be here. I have this friend up and Michigan and she says why don’t you come on up and visit. I
would love to but I just can’t leave, so that’s the only drawback, so a small price to pay.

LW If you could describe yourself in three words, what would
they be”
BS Uhhh…Reliable, Honest, Punctual.
LW “You seem to be an optimist, how do you keep up such a

great attitude all the time?”

BS I’ll tell you why exactly because I’ve known a lot people
who are older with really bad attitudes and I think, I hope you
haven’t gone through your whole life like this because life is
such a gift we all have a bad breaks. I certainly ain’t a bowl of
peaches all the time. I don’t like to bring other people down
so if I’m having a bad day I try to I Keep to myself. But if you
see me when I’m bowling- well I just get pissed oﬀ and use
the F word, I used to beat things and kick things. I don’t do
that anymore
LW I can’t picture this at all!
BS I know I can have a pretty good temper, you just haven’t’
seen me mad.

LW I haven’t
BS Well that’s because around here I try to control myself

because I represent Baker Hunt when I’m here, so I can’t do
that.

LW “So I’m wondering if you have any advice for someone

that is always down or angry? What would you say to them?”
guy, I want you.” I was very pleasantly surprised I
thought for sure they found somebody else. So it was
still another 2 months after that. I actually got kind of a
break and fate intervened again, the guy that owned
the building I was living in, had a heart attack and he
wanted me out like February 1st. Well after he had the
heart attack, he was like “you can stay now” So I would
have had to move twice, and nally he recovered from
the heart attack at the end of March or the end of April.
I called Dave and said I have to move this guy wants me
out of here and I would really rather not move twice.
Can we do anything to expedite getting me in over
there? So he did and I moved here on May 9 of 2008 it
will be 3 years in 2 months so that’s how I ended up
here. That’s pretty much my life in a nut shell, I have a
quite a varied background.

LW That’s what makes you interesting Bob!

BS I would say look in the past and things that are bad that
you think are really bad that have happened, if you fast
forward the tape from that point into the future usually
there’s a pretty good reason things usually work out for the
best. I can’t think of anything that’s happened to me that I
would go back and really change per say. You can’t go backwards you can only go forwards so what’s the use of being
down cause all being down does is kind of creates a vibration
that makes negativity, and attracts more negativity. I managed a furniture store for a couple of years. People would
come in and you could just tell that some people had a very
negative vibe to them. Nobody wants to be around people
like that, especially in sales. That’s why I didn’t go into journalism because, in the newsroom the people I was working at
Ohio State, they were always cranky.
Doesn’t do any good to be negative it just brings more negativity, everybody gets down. Everybody has their trials. I’m a
rm believer in God, I think religion is an invention of man but
God is not.

So, I believe there is a God there’s a supreme being, some kind of force out there that will work in your favor.

LW Do you have any hobbies?
BS I actually just 2 years ago this week graduated from a sound therapy school. I practice sound therapy on my friends and
family and myself.

LW What is sound Therapy?
BS I record your voice and then analyze the frequency in your voice. Your voice is actually composed of keys, the notes in a
scale your voice is comprised of those. Say your voice is real high in C sharp or real low in E, I will give you sounds that will
bring the E up and the C sharp down.

LW Why do you want to do that?
BS It’s bringing your body into what’s called better homeostasis. I heard about this on the radio at night. This is bizarre I got
up at 3am to take a leak and I came back and turned the radio on for this show called Coast to Coast AM. They got the most

bizarre stuﬀ on there. They had this woman on their named Sherry Edwards and she runs this place called the Sound Health
Research Institute, which is out by Athens Ohio. They asked her what do you do and she says “I help people heal and I help
people emotionally get better with things”. One of the things she said she helps people with is macular degeneration. Now
my mother has macular degeneration. If this stuﬀ helped with macular degeneration, which is completely incurable, I
wanted to look into it. To make a really long story short, I did quite a thorough investigation of this. The rst thing I did I
went onto Google and I put in what she calls her science bioacoustics sherry Edwards and scam. Nothing came back, which
in an of itself is amazing.

LW Has it helped your mom at all?
BS Yea
LW So you started this whole hobby because you had to use the restroom in the middle of the night?

BS Yea. That goes back to my other point, things happen,
you just have to take it as it comes Alexander Graham Bell
said it best :“too often people focus on the door that shut
and not focus on the ones that open” I’m sure I’m not
perfect in that, but its true when one door closes others do
open, it’s true.
LW Do you have any other hobbies?
BS I did take an art course here (at Baker Hunt) once; I

don’t have the patience for drawing for art. I bought a
self-teaching computer course to learn the piano. There
are two awesome pianos here. That’s my goal to learn to
teach my self-piano but other than that not really. Actually
I have taken up gardening since I moved here, which is
kind of nice but that would be it.

LW So this is a 2 part question: I’m wondering what you

wanted to be when you were a kid?

BS When I was kid I wanted to be a disc jockey.

LW What do you want to be now?
BS Actually I like what I do now, if I could do something

diﬀerent, if I had the time I would take up acting. Like being
in a local theater group.

LW I didn’t see that coming
BS I was the star of our 4th grade Christmas play which
actually was quite a production.

LW Well I expect a postcard to your show if you ever take

up acting! Is that your future goal to be an actor?

BS No. I can’t say, I just thought it would be fun to be in a
play and be a part of community theater group our something like that. My goal eventually when I quit working I
would like to setup a practice with this sound therapy.
LW You have some pretty big dreams Bob.
To be continued on page: 34
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Top ten things
that look awesome
covered in glitter:
By Lindsey Sparkle Whittle

Sunglasses
2. The Tv Remote
1.

(ask your parents and or
roommates before doing this)
3.

4.

Eyelids

Elbow length gloves

Party hats
6. Zombies
7. Sassy shoes
8. Pens
9. Earrings
10. Everything
5.
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The Bestestest Birthdays Ever
by Lindsey Birthday hat wearer Whittle
February 9th, 2011 marked my 26th year of life. I love birthdays. All
birthdays, not just my own. My family always does a great job of
celebrating birthdays. This year was a particularly good birthday and it
made me reflect on other birthdays that really stick out in my mind. I have
narrowed my list to my 3 favorite birthdays.
1. Batman.
When I was 4 going on 5, I was OBSESSED with the Adam West Batman
TV show. I begged my parents everyday for months, asking if Batman
could come to my birthday. The answer was usually something like: “No,
it’s too expensive,” or “No, Batman is too busy fighting crime.” So I
settled for a batman themed party complete with Batman goodie bags and
a Batman cake with action figures on top (very cool). The big day rolled
around, my whole extended family was there, and maybe 20 of my
closest friends as well. We had already opened presents when there was
a curious knock at the door. All the 5ish-year-olds ran to open the door,
and no one was more shocked than me to see that it was Batman knocking!
Really it was may dad’s friend in a Batman suit. But to us kids, IT WAS
BATMAN. I don’t actually handle surprises well and handled my shock with
shyness and fear. Eventually I came around and had a great time. We
have the whole event on video. There are priceless quotes like when
Batman” asks the kids if they are crime fighters and everyone says no,
“Batman
or when some of the kids ask Batman where Robin and The Joker are. He
tells them Robin is fighting crime and The Joker is in Jail. 21 years later
I still think about that birthday and watch the video. I think I took it
harder when I found out Batman wasn't real, than
when I found out Santa wasn’t real!
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2. Jim Varney.
Growing up I was also a huge Jim Varney or "Ernest" fan. I loved all of
his movies and watched them all the time. You could say he was one of
my childhood heroes. I was shocked to learn in college, when I did a
project on him, that no only had he passed, but that he was buried in the
not-to–far–away from me, Lexington, Ky, where my favorite pizza
restaurant Joe Bolognas also happens to be located. Years later when some
of my friends asked me what I wanted to do for my 23rd birthday, I
explained that I wanted to eat at my favorite pizza restaurant in
Lexington
Lexington, and put flowers on my childhood hero's grave. My friends were
confused by my strange request, but supportive nonetheless. So we piled
into 2 cars and went down there. We couldn’t get the event to work out
on my actual birthday, so we went on the 10th instead. When we got to
the grave site and I was placing the bouquet on his grave, I read that he
died on February 10th, 2000. I was surprised and turned to my friends and
said “Hey! Look at that –Jim Varney died the Day after my birthday!” They
looked me and responded with “You mean today.” We had unknowingly
showed up to pay tribute to my childhood actor on the anniversary of his
death. It was very cool. You couldn’t pull that off twice if you tried!
3. Gnomes.
I have been a big fan of gnomes for a long time. This year I heard that
the movie “Gnomeo and Juliet” was coming out around my 26th birthday.
So I invited my friends to see it in 3D and made a lot of gnome hats (red
and blue painted party hats). Many people showed up, even my aunt and
uncle and many of my cousins. I loved the movie, and I loved it that we
were rows of adults wearing gnome hats to a 3D kids movie. It was a
whimsical blast. I felt like a little kid again. One of my friends even
surprised me with a book titled “How to Survive a Garden Gnome Attack,”
as a present. It was a good day.
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It will be hard to top the mentioned birthdays. But I look forward to seeing
what amazing birthdays are to come!
Do you have a dream birthday that you are planning in the future? Or do
you have any birthdays from the past that are so awesome you have to
share them? Share them in the next issue of Sparklezilla!!
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What happens when you record an audio file
with microsofts speech recognition tool?
Vanilla and have vivid and at its high any mall on the and real on and on the ad in
the young and I sat on than one-way they may now on And that if N. O. A. F. I. off
My dad I know that now, if I can A If LAN Half an I am I S. and that saw my eye
on Half mile say how many law that So if I N. F. I. hayakawa that A half-an-Moscow half-an-half days at how tough Zion and then the area half as high life safe half
out create if I try off pray his eyes/but they saw I thought I Chef Paul Begala/ I saw
a via the If pushed out Laugh us out at all yet this fact that I can I So I guess off that
fall I say they saw this as fast half us as he also thought I got to ask if I think the
dog name sellout us I L. R.
Via the In yen and ½ the safe so have been wise file N. P. R. R.-Y. On the A highrise says flies E. U. A. E. I. V. E. day and they then you’re a long time half-half
dozen is as I have your on the very bad around the things he’s done this franchise
level of long haul that is the DNA is satisfied as the modified his this An asphalt so
long as</fat and a no-fly zone in high-a-a-half pound N.-is the NFC them is a man
then On a half-minute is a half-inch foe they say they plan on to gather that I I I am
then as a java the net 1997, that meeting nine love and use them as lay-off-line NFL
9999 off as I said I was on his finger man in my vision and laugh the image that is
off a half as a man of La Mancha on N. I. I. is less a fat is the way of life and as bad
Friend and I have allowed a fantasy area is it a half-a as a file a half his life I I have
an F.-F. Half At us sauceawe saw I saw as she says this saw as saw I love S. I. A. all
of Us as saw a half—shell I saw this is off so/ Long sought half-size so I I F. S. A.
I. S./I love this is as far as they saw says a law that I saw is all so I-I say that I saw
saw a-half a day is so as a half-hour high that I have a N. I. N. F. I. S. M. a N. Y. S.
O. N. F. A. I. I. If the If an N. F. N. NY a long long as a high and half days on the
last half a half life as I a half a half-I plan a half-As I I I I F. N. A. F. I. a N. A. I. I.
A. A. F. A. I. N. N. N. I a N.-half M. I. A.-no fly-A. A. A. F. I. A. A. A. on N. F. I.
S.-a-vis-I have a a defensive and a half-mile a high and high-half-an-high as-a sudden I have a lot less so in a 98 I N. G. H. I L. A. F. I. S. a V. A. I. L. F. I. S. I. Y. I. S.
I. S. S. A. I. C. A. Knopf A. is the fact that a high as I live by a man is less us isI a
a S. I..SA-off I saw all the so-I guess HA HA HA-HA HA HA HA-HA HA us is the
last saw If the S.F. S. us that says unless a hot although they say that I know that I
can say HA HA HA HA HA I think once us as all of five they guess is as so I saw
law is But on some sense is is is I only know said his firm the library was a file of
the on-San-on, and now 90 the Soledad a N. N. I. F. S. A.

Continued -->
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Lee was 90 sons them now than I have outside
his does yeah I know he’s through the eyes of
the You know the size of the have the size of the
long haul a golf on all the A. F. I. five days in a
landfill man was done on aslant San If I have a
½ my family out As I nowall I have the facts are
is safe when I say if the safe on the half-life that
I saw I. E. F’s families have a five pound down a
file as as as long, there is at a fantasy 1999 of all
the MN days than a has the 11 yen on his family
of man I know my dad if if the last half of my
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End?

What’s in a sandwich?

By Lindsey Sandwich Eater Whittle

I love the 2009 Star Trek. I watch it
quite frequently. One of my favorite
parts is when Scotty from the past asks
Spock from the Future if they still have
sandwiches in the future. I think about
this all the time because I can’t imagine
a world without sandwiches . . . A good
sandwich can go a long way. I eat my
favorite sandwich at a restaurant
called Sub Station 2. No I do not know
what happened to Sub Station 1. Sub Station 2 has delicious bread, -(I get Rye and amazing pickles. On my sandwich I
get “EVERYTHING,” which is diced lettuce, tomatoes, onions, oil and vinegar,
oregano and salt and peper. Then I get
a little mayo and black olives with
extra pickles. Depending on the day I
might get meat or I might get tuna.
mmmmm NOw I am hungry.
Do you know where to get a great sandwich?
Please share it in the next issue! See if
you can out- do Sub Station 2 . . . I bet you
can’t!

Do you keep a sketchbook or a journal? If
not, these images from Noah Brown's awesome
Idea Book might inspire you to start one.
Submit some of your own sketchbook pages to
the next issue of Sparklezilla, by sending
them to:
Sparklezillamagazine@gmail.com
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1.

(1) The orginial image was done with pencil
and paper and then scanned into the computer.

3.

From Start
to Finish
a Fan Art
Digital
Rendering
of DC
Character
Poison Ivy.
by. Dustin
Schleibaum
(3) I tend to start with the face
and then work out from there.
Once I had all the basic light
and shadows I focused on the
detail of the eyes. At this point
I also apply a noise filter on a
seperate layer and set it to multiply to give the skin more texture
and make it look more realistic.

(4) Once have have the face
close to being finished I start
blocking in the hair. I quickly
lay down shadows and highlights, it’s very rough at this
point but I will change that
shortly.

2.

(2) I use the original drawing as a guide
while I lay down the flat colors and start applying the shadows with the brush tool.

4.
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5.

(5) : Fine tuning the hair - I use the smudge tool to start blending the shadows and highlights of the hair. I start out using a
larger brush with a lower strength and then progressively use
a smaller brush with a higher strength to make the individual
strands of hair.
(6) : Shading the rest of the body and finishing the face.
(7) : Finalizing the Image - I wasn’t to happy with the eyebrows so I redid them. I added the vines to the arm to make it
look more like poison ivy. I played around with several different backgrounds until I found what I thought worked the best.
The black and white really brought out the contrasting red and
green.

6.

7.
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Ninja
Monster

Zombie
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BS You either sit on the sidelines or go after it and you go

When it can’t burn glucose it starts burning fat and when you’re done
burning fat it starts burning muscle. So your muscles get stiﬀ and
sore and you get cramps. So that without a doubt was the biggest
challenge I faced in my life. But I’m doing real well now. In fact the
doctor says if everybody took it as serious as I do, it wouldn’t be the
problem that it is. It’s like smoking there’s no real consequences right
away. But when the consequences hit you’re screwed, you’re really
screwed. I’ve seen what the consequences were and I’m like man I’m
going to do everything I can to not let that happen.

LW What’s a major challenge that you had to overcome,
and what did you do to overcome?”

LW Is there anything that you want the readers to know?

after it. I can tell you why, my grandparents, the same
ones that were caretakers when they gave up the caretaker gig they bought a house in Madeira and sat there
and rotted. They didn’t do s***, they just fed the birds,
watched TV, cut the grass. They didn’t go anywhere or do
anything. Obviously that’s what they wanted to do. That’s
not what I want to do. I never want to retire; I don’t want
to sit around doing nothing and watch TV.

BS That’s easy, I was diagnosed with diabetes 4 years ago
in November and was originally diagnosed as type 2 but a
year ago about this time I started getting sick and learned
that I was actually misdiagnosed. I’m what’s called LADA
(latent autoimmune diabetes) diabetes in adults. My
immune system late in life developed antibodies that
started attacking my pancreas. I’ve really had to change
my whole life. 4 years ago I weight 230lbs and now I
weigh 180. So that’s been a major challenge, changing
my life, disciplining myself to not eat stuﬀ I used to eat all
the time. Somebody asked me the other day what do you
really miss.
LW A good doughnut?
BS Oh yea when I see them doughnuts in here, it’s like
“oh god, I like to have one of those.“ Let me tell you this,
don’t feel bad because if I eat that stuﬀ I’ll feel terrible and
nothing tastes better then feeling good, it just that easy. I
know if I eat that I’ll feel like s*** .
I was blessed in that regard in that, there was a guy who
came into the store who was virtually blind. He had a
cane and sometimes a dog and it was from diabetes. He
was 3 or 4 years younger than me. So I saw rsthand
where it could go, I don’t want to go there, I will do whatever it takes to forestall that or prevent it. I’ve done a lot
of research to combat it and get better. So now I do really
well I’m about as healthy as you could be with it. That
was a major challenge.

LW So what would you say were key things that would
help you get through the challenge?
BS Just knowing that if I didn’t ght it, I faced amputa-

tion, blindness, or kidney dialysis. Having gone through
what I went through when my pancreas quit working,
which is when I got diabetes, I was experiencing frequent
urination, excessive thirst, blurry vision. That’s when I
went to the doctor and found out I had it and so they
gave me this drug called metphor(SP) and that helped to
keep it under control. Just gradually as my pancreas
function started to go downhill I got to the point where
that didn’t work. Then I started losing weight in my legs,
my muscles started getting really sore. I didn’t have any
energy, would wake up with muscle cramps, that’s what
happens when your body doesn’t make insulin it doesn’t
take glucose and convert it to energy.

BS Yea, don’t put oﬀ something that you really want to do. The only
regret that I have in my life is not learning how to play the piano
when I was in my 20’s.
LW Looks like you’re making it happen now!
BS Well you know the 2 best times to plant a tree, 20 years ago and
today.

LW What is one of the best adventures you have had?
BS I would say the best adventure I’ve ever had was when I was 17

my father had been gone for about 4 years. My mother did a really
good job by raising us by herself. She had a friend that moved to
California, I was just 17 just learning to drive and she’d always say that
“it won’t be long till you’re all out on your own.“ So she said “We are
going to kill two birds with one stone. We’re going to take this great
trip around the country and were going to go out and visit my friend
in California and were going to spend time together on this great trip
while were still all here.” So we rented a big station wagon and piled
in and went on a camping trip around the country. Drove out to
California and toured the whole country and came back. That was a
great time. That was the best adventure I’ve ever had. It was fantastic
I would love to do it again.

LW What motivates you?
BS Money, well actually I’m kind of altruistic I like to do the right

thing, that’s all. I rmly believe what goes around comes around.

LW Do you have any major inspirations in your life?
BS At the moment, not really. The woman that runs the sound insti-

tute, she is an amazing person. My mentor died about 10 years ago.

LW Who was your mentor?
BS He was a guy that hired me for a sales position, he was quite a

character. He was a great salesman. He was like a father, I can’t say
that I never had a father but my father didn’t teach me things but he
did. In a kind of a backhanded way I’m kind of an inspiration to
people I work with like my godson. I have a 30 year godson who will
be 31 in May. My friends and my godson say people seem to look up
to me as a steady innuence. If they need something they can come to
me and I’ll be there.

LW Well you said reliable is one of your words.
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BS I try to be. I’m not perfect. I will say this- If I make

a commitment I usually keep it. If I can’t keep it, I’ll
just say I can’t do it, I would love to but I just can’t. My
mom is still an inspiration to me when I look back on
the hardships she went through, a divorced mom
with 4 kids, she didn’t have a job or work skills per say.
She was handed a lemon and made lemonade.

LW What is something that makes you laugh?
BS George of the jungle, the old cartoon.
LW You’re just full of surprises Bob.
BS Old cartoons like that, any Marx Brothers’ movies.

That’s about it. A lot of things make me laugh…O top
of the line Sam Kinison . Man was I devastated when
he got killed. I used to love him. He was so funny. If
ever I’m down, I’ve got a concert DVD of his; I can pop
that in and just laugh because he was just so funny.
He has been dead for 20 years. His humor is very
coarse. Let’s just say it wouldn’t play well in a
convent.

LW How do you deene a successful conversation”?
BS That’s easy, a successful conversation happens

when one person talks and the other person listens.

LW It’s not both people talking and listening?
BS No, it means that you don’t interrupt. That drives

me insane. If I have a conversation with somebody
and they interrupt me maybe more than 3 times, I just
mentally shut it down. Because I realize no communication is taking place. When your mind is formulating
what your going to say while I’m talking you can’t
possibly be completely ingesting what I’m saying. I
know that’s a little complex. You’ve heard the old
saying: “you’ve got 2 years and one mouth use them
in that proportion.” Listening is something I’ve read
about in college. How important listening is, the
older I get the more I realize. If you just go into any
room, if you focus on shutting up and listening vs.
running your yap, it’s amazing what you can learn and
pick up. Plus you’ll nd that if you do that with
people, you don’t interrupt, you wait till their done
before you start talking. On some level they appreciate you because they know…your not…most people
don’t consciously do it but on some level they realize
that your actually paying attention to them. You’re
just as focused on them as you are on yourself. It’s
hard because a lot of times you just want to jump
out…I do it still, but it’s a very important skill.

So that’s a successful conversation one where your listening
as much or as more as you talk.
Christian Schmit, who also teaches at Baker Hunt was present
for this interview and he had a few questions for Bob also!

CS What were you doing on May 25th, 1977?
BS (Laughs out Loud) Oh my gosh, 1977, jeezel petes! I honestly don’t remember what I was doing May 25th, 1977. But I
was probably . . uh. . looking forward to running around with
my college buddies, cause we were still hanging around
then. (Christian asked this to see if Bob had gone to see the
original Star Wars come out in theaters.)

BS Is that when Star Wars came out?”
CS Do you remember going to see a movie as a kid felt really
signiicant to you? An experience that you remember well?

BS Only one. It was the original War of the Worlds and in that
movie, when the martian space ship emerged from the
meteor that came to earth. They greeted it like they were
friendly to the plant Earth. And one of the people that
greeted him was a priest.

When that thing zapped the priest and blew him up it just
scared the s*** out of me. I remember jumping out of my seat
when they blasted the priest. I was probably nine or ten; I was
a young kid. I remember the movie was like 35 cents if that
tells you anything.
Yea I can’t . . Other than that when I was kid no movie really
made an impression, other than of course one on TV: The
Wizard of Oz, the tornado scene.
I will say, the two movies that struck me since I was an adult.
Raiders of the Lost Ark, The nal scene of that movie blew me
away. It did! After that whole scene I thought “WOW! That
was intense.” And um the nal scene of Titanic (everyone in
the room bursts out in surprised laughter) when the old lady
dies and her soul goes back to the Titanic, and goes back to
the stair case and Leonardo is up there waiting for her.
I was like, “man that, that
completely blew me away.”
That was a great moment.
We followed up by asking
him if he liked Avatar and
he said he did.
If you have any
questions for the fabulous Bob
Schrichte, send an email to
sparklezillamagazine@gmail.com!

SEE YOU NEXT
TIME!
SAME MAGAZINE,
SAME BLOG.
ALL SUBMISSIONS TO SPARKLEZILLA
CAN BE SENT TO:
SPARKLEZILLAMAGAZINE@GMAIL.COM
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